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acquire a site for work so close to the field occupied by the
famous Baptist Mission of Serampore. About 1845, the
Temple of Radhabullub underwent yet another change : it
became "the Pagoda Rum Distillery." Aldeen House
still stands, and is occasionally inhabited by the Engineers
of the Howrah Water Works, which have broken
up David Brown's once level lawns into tanks. The
Pagoda itself is now under the care of the Public Works
Department, and the Water Works folk only occupy
the adjacent ground on the understanding that ihe public
have a free access to a memorial of so great an object of
historical interest-
The old Danish settlement of Serampore is called by
the Danes Fredricksnagar in honour of their King.
The Danish East India Company was founded in 1612,
but the date of the first appearance of the Danes on the
Hughlv is a matter of dispute. In the early years of the
XVIIIth century they had, a little below the mouth of the
Rupnaryan, so Hamilton tells us "a thatcht house, but for
what reason they kept an house there I never could learn."
By 1712 they had come higher up the river to Gon-
dalpara — to-day known to natives as Danemardanga
— the South-East corner of Chandernagore. In 1755,
however, thanks to the kindly influence of M. Law, the
chief of the French factory at Kasinibazar, the chief of
the Danish factory, Soctman by name, obtained from
the Nawab Ali Verdi Khan, permission to establish a
.Factory and to occupy 57 bigas of land at Akna and three
bigas at Serampore, because fcC no ship could lay at Akna
though a good Factory could be built there on a large
open spot of ground." For this they paid Rs. 1,60,000,
and possession was taken on October 8th, 1755.
In  1756  Suraj-ud-Daula,   in his march  on Calcutta,
ordered Soctman to join him with all his troops, Cavalry,
Infantry, and Artillery, to which Sactman answered that
he had " neither horse, foot, nor guns, but was living in a*
miserable mud hut with but two and three servants. "
During the Seven Years' War, 1757—1763, the Danes.
seem to have, under the guise of neutrality, evinced a

